Ursula Foster Holocaust Memorial Scholarship

"Life is not made of years…Life is made of moments. It is the moment, that illuminates or darkens your life. The sum of the moments is the sum of one’s life."

History is the result of choices made by people at a particular time. The Holocaust occurred because individuals, groups, and nations made choices to act or not to act.

In the dark days of the Holocaust, many people made choices of courage. Diplomats, sometimes disobeying orders from their governments, issued visas to desperate refugees.  Ordinary people helped those in need by offering them food and sanctuary. These acts of human kindness could result in death for them, their families, and even their community. Yet they made the choices of courage.

Those who were persecuted faced grave challenges. The decision to put forth physical or spiritual resistance was a choice of courage. In the ghettos and camps, simply struggling to live another day was a choice of courage. Even sharing one’s meager ration of bread with another hungry person was a choice of courage.

Holocaust survivor Ursula Lowenbach Foster made her choice of courage by staying alive while hiding inside a house in Amsterdam with her mother, father and 12 other Jews. For two years, Ursula could not step outside the house. For the entire second year, all 15 Jews spent every night sleeping in the dark, dank, rat-infested foundation under the home's floorboards. Ursula feared she would suffocate, but still made the choice to survive. At one point, with the entire group facing starvation, Ursula agreed to walk the streets of the dangerous Nazi-occupied city -- all alone -- in search of food. It was yet another choice of courage. In the end, it helped ensure the survival of Ursula and all those in hiding with her.

Ursula was only 18 years old at the time. Merely two years earlier, she had watched as her brother was forced to leave the family home, ultimately to be murdered at Auschwitz. All this she endured, and survived. As a result, the generations which follow Ursula have been granted the opportunity to learn her story of courage. Ursula's two sons wish to honor her story with this scholarship that honors her life.

To be eligible for the scholarship, write an essay following the instructions below. Prizes of $750, and $250, will be awarded to the top two essays respectively.

Submission Criteria

*Scholarship open to students of any faith.

*Student must be planning to attend a 2 or 4 year college.

*Student must live in the general Modesto area.

*Essay must be printed on a computer, not handwritten.

*Deadline for Submission is May 31, 2007 (postmarked by this date)

Submission must include:

1) Completed “Official Cover Sheet”

2) Original Essay based on one of the topics below

3) Bibliography list of sources used for essay

Essay Requirements:

Research the account of a Holocaust perpetrator, witness, or rescuer.

Write an essay (between 500 to 750 words, that'd be about two or three pages long). Choose the topic from one of the following themes:

1. "We must never forget."

2. "Save one life and you have saved the whole world."

3. "What I have just learned about the Holocaust will change my life in the following way(s)."

Please submit completed package to:

Scholarship Committee

Congregation Beth Shalom

1705 Sherwood Ave.

Modesto, CA 95350

Research Suggestions:

http://www.ushmm.org
http://www.holocaustchronicle.org
http://www.yadvashem.org
http://www.kleinfoundation.org
http://www.facinghistory.org
http://www.jewishpartisans.org
http://www.vhf.org
http://jfr.org
http://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/people/people.htm
